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2 Nebraska Bird Review 
Notes On Bird Distribution In The Central Plains 
by Lester L. Short, Jr. 
In the course of investigation of 
avian hybrids in the central Great 
Plains during June and early July 
of the years 1955-1957, members of 
Cornell University field parties ob-
served many species of birds and col-
lected specimens of certain of them. 
Lists of the species observed and 
notes on their abundance were com-
piled at each of the collecting locali-
ties. Three days were generally spent 
at each locality (a number were re-
visited for three days a second year, 
and one, Grand Island, was visited 
for three days in each of the three 
years). Since each party was com-
prised of three or four persons famil-
iar with most species observed, three 
days of intensive field work in the 
vicinity of each locality permitted the 
accumulation of considerable informa-
tion concerning the breeding birds 
which were present. The information 
obtained by the Cornell field parties 
in Nebraska, northeastern Colorado 
and South Dakota is presented in 
this paper. 
An attempt was made to note the 
abundance of various species en-
countered. I have decided to utilize 
four terms-abundant, common, un-
common and scarce-in describing 
the relative abundance of species at 
the various localities. Although the 
several parties were composed of dif-
ferent persons, the variation in not-
ing of abundance is considered to be 
slight. Categories of abundance of 
different species are not comparable. 
A species may require a particular 
habitat, the occurrence of which 
would never permit it to be generally 
distributed over an area. Such a 
species is considered common (actual-
ly "locally common") at a locality if 
areas of its particular habitat which 
are present are generally occupied 
by the species. If all such areas are 
occupied and the species appears to 
be entering different habitat from 
that normally inhabited, it is con-
sidered abundant. The occurrence of 
such a species in only a small pro-
portion of favorable habitat results 
in considering it uncommon. When 
few individuals are observed in 
an area containing a considerable 
amount of suitable habitat, a species 
is considered scarce. The number of 
individuals observed in order to per-
mit calling a species common, abun-
dant, etc., varies from species to 
species depending upon the distribu-
tion of the habitat occupied and the 
size of the territory maintained. The 
presence of several pairs of Red-tailed 
Hawks at a locality is sufficient to 
consider the species common, while 
the presence of but several pairs of 
House Wrens at a locality would war-
rent considering that species scarce. 
A list of species observed near 
various collecting stations in Nebras-
ka, northeastern Colorado and South 
Dakota,and notation of their relative 
abundance are presented in table 1. 
Collecting localities, listed in the table 
by the name of a nearby town, are 
located more exactly as follows: 
Schuyler (Sc). 2% mi. ESE Schuy-
ler, Platte R., 1300', Colfax Co., 
Nebr. 1956, 1957. 
Silver Creek (SC). 3 mi. SSW 
Silver Creek, Platte R., 1550', in 
Polk Co., Nebr. 1956, 1957. 
Crete (Cr). 3 mi. SSE Crete, Saline 
Co., Nebr. 1955. 
Hastings (Ha). 7 mi. S Hastings, 
Little Blue R., Adams Co., Nebr. 
1955. 
Grand Island (GI). 7 mi. SSW 
Grand Island, Platte R., 1900', 
Hall Co., Nebr. 1955, 1956, 1957. 
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St. Paul ( SP). 3 mi. SSt.. Paul, 
Howard Co., Nebr. 1955. 
Spencer (Sp). 5 mi. SSE Spencer, 
Niobrara R., Holt Co., Nebr. 
1955. 
Bassett (Ba). 13 mi. N Bassett, 
Niobrara R., Keya Paha Co., 
Nebr. 1955. 
Burwell (Bu). 8 mi. W Burwell, 
Garfield Co., Nebr. 1955. 
Elm Creek (EC). 3 mi. SE Elm 
Creek, Platte R., 2300', in Phelps 
Co., Nebr. 1956, 1957. 
Halsey (H). 2 mi. W Halsey, 
Thomas Co. 1955. 
Valentine (Va). 9 mi. ENE Valen-
tine, Niobrara R., Cherry Co., 
Nebr. 1955. 
Gothenburg (Go). 2 mi. SE Gothen-
burg, Platte R., 2500', Dawson 
Co., Nebr. 1956, 1957. 
Sutherland (Su). 1 mi. SE Suther-
land, South Platte R., 2950', Lin-
coln Co., Nebr. 1956, 1957. 
Big Springs (BS). 8 mi. SW Big 
Springs, South Platte R., 3500', 
Deuel Co., Nebr. 1956. 
Chadron (Ch). 2 mi. NE Chadron, 
Dawes Co., Nebr. 1955. 
Crook (Cr). 5 mi. ESE Crook, 
South Platte R., 3700', Logan Co., 
Colo. 1956. 
Fort Morgan (FM). 8 mi. WNW 
Fort Morgan, South Platte R., 
4300', Morgan Co., Colo. 1956. 
Greeley (Gr). 7 mi. SW Greeley, 
South Platte R., 4800', Weld Co., 
Colo. 1956. 
Huron (Hu). 3 mi. NE Huron, 
Beadle Co., S.D. 1955. 
Chamberlain (Ch). 10 mi. SE 
Chamberlain, White R., Lyman 
Co., S.D. 1955. 
Murdo (Mu). 10 mi. SSE Murdo, 
White R., Jones Co., S.D. 1955. 
Mobridge (Mo). 9 mi. NNE Mo-
bridge, Missouri R., Campbell 
Co., S.D. 1955. 
Kadoka (Ka). 6 mi. S Kadoka, 
White R., Jackson Co., S.D. 1955. 
Cheyenne River north of Midland 
(NM). 45 mi. N Midland, Chey-
enne R., Haakon Co., S.D. 1955. 
Promise (Pr.) 15 mi. WSW Prom-
ise, Moreau R., Dewey Co., S.D. 
1955. 
Howes (Ho). 9 mi. SSE Howes, 
Cheyenne R., in Haakon Co., S.D. 
1955. 
Rapid City (RC). 6t,2 mi. N Rapid 
City, in Meade Co., S.D. 1955. 
Abbreviated locality names con-
tained in table 1 are given in paren-
these'S. The years given above are 
those in which the locality was visit-
ed; each year listed indicates that a 
camp was established for about three 
days in the period between the ex-
treme dates of June 6 and July 18. 
In addition to the collecting locali-
ties where actual camps were made, 
short visits to several other localities 
netted enough observations to war-
rent their inclusion in table 1. These 
visits included a two hour stop near 
Ravenna, Nebraska, and a half day 
spent in mid-July, 1955, at Byron 
Lake, near Huron, South Dakota. 
Birds recorded in the Sand Hills from 
about 10 to 40 miles north of Halsey, 
Nebraska, are also included in the 
table. Abbreviated locality names 
used in the table for these localities 
are Ra (Ravenna), BL (Byron Lake) 
and NH ( Sand Hills north of 
Halsey). Several species observed at 
other localities are also noted in the 
table (opposite "Other"), with the 
localities listed below the table. 
Letters used as symbols in the table 
include; a (abundant), c (common), 
u (uncommon), s (scarce), b (brood 
observed), pr (pair observed), n 
(nest or nests observed), d ( display-
ing), y (young observed), t (species 
present, no information on abun-
dance) and E and W (E- Eastern 
Wood Pewee, W - Western Wood 
Pewee). Actual numbers of individ-
uals are given when only one bird 
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* at Hot Springs, S. D. 
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was observed, or when circumstances 
would not warrent the noting of 
abundance. The abundance of certain 
species such as the Meadowlarks, and 
of those forms which interbreed, is 
indicated in the table under a single 
common name (i. e., Grosbeak for 
Rose-breasted and Black-headed Gros-
beaks). A discussion of each of the 
situations of this type is included in 
the "Species Accounts" section. 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Previously unknown or unrecorded 
information concerning range exten-
sions and patterns of distribution of 
certain birds was obtained by the 
Cornell field parties in the Plains. 
Observations on the abundance of 
some species indicated a need for 
clarification or amplification of re-
mal'ks on the abundance of these 
species as reported in the recent 
check-list of Nebraska birds by Rapp, 
Rapp, Baumgarten and Moser (1958). 
The following accounts contain in-
fornlation concerning observations on 
the abundance and distribution of 
certain species, behavioral and other 
notes and the various hybrid situa-
tions. Specimens collected by members 
Additional species collected were: 
Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius) , 
American Coot (Fulica americana), 
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macula-
ria), Least Tern (Sterna albifrons) , 
Screech Owl (Otus asio), Burrowing 
Owl (Speotyto cunicularia), Common 
Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor), Red-
headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes ery-
throcephalus) , Downy Woodpecker 
(Dendrocopos pubescens) , Eastern 
Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus) , 
Horned Lark (Eremophila ulpestris), 
Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyr-
rhonota) , Black-capped Chickadee 
of the field parties are also noted. 
The species discussed are for the most 
part woodland forms, as our observa-
tions were largely confined to river 
valleys in which the collecting sta-
tions were situated, and. the grass-
lands within and adjacent to these 
valleys. Information regarding rep-
tiles and amphibians obtained by the 
field parties is contained in a recent 
paper by Gehlbach and Collette 
(1959). References to the Nebraska 
check-list in the accounts below refer 
to Rapp, et al. (1958). All specimens 
obtained are in the Cornell University 
Collection. 
Specimens were taken of those 
species marked with a dagger (t). 
Western Grebe - Aechmophorus 
occidentalis. Three individuals of this 
species were observed displaying on a 
small lake in the Sand Hills north of 
Halsey on June 14, 1955. The West-
ern Grebe is listed in the Nebraska 
check-list as a migrant in the state, 
perhaps breeding at Lake McCon-
aughy. It may also breed locally in 
the Sand Hills. 
White Pelican - Pelecanus ery-
throrhynchus. A flock of 15-20 White 
Pelicans was observed near Burwell 
on June 19, 1955. No breeding records 
(Parus atricapillus) , Rock Wren 
(Salpinctes obsoletus) , Robin (Tur-
dus migratorius) , Townsend's Solit-
aire (Myudestes townsendi), Logger-
head Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) , 
Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) , 
Warbling Vireo (V. gilvus), House 
Sparrow (Passer domesticus) , Bobo-
link (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) , Red-
winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeni-
ceus) , Common Grackle ( Quiscalus 
quiscula) , Brown-headed Cowbird 
(Molothrus ater) , Lark Bunting 
(Cala.mospiza melanocorys) , Lark 
Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) , 
and Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla). 
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are known for Nebraska according to 
the c~leck-list. 
Snowy Egret - Egretta thula. 
This species is listed in the Nebraska 
check-list as a rare post-breeding 
visitant. One adult was seen in late 
June, 1956, along the South Platte 
River southwest of Big Springs. 
American Widgeon - Anas amer-
icana. A male was observed June 14, 
1955, in the Sand Hills north of 
Halsey. The species may breed more 
frequently in the Sand Hills than in-
dicated by the single Nebraska breed-
ing record listed in the check-list. 
Common Merganser Mergus 
merganser. Three males of this 
species were observed on the Niobrara 
River near Valentine on June 14, 
1955. A male was also seen on the 
river June 16, 1955. The occurrence 
of this species in Nebraska in mid-
June is worthy of note, as it is not 
reported in the check-list as ever hav-
ing bred in Nebraska. 
Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo 
lineatus. This species was not ob-
served in the Plains, although listed 
by the Nebraska check-list as an un-
common summer resident west to 
North Platte. 
Swainson's Hawk - Buteo swain-
soni. This hawk was found breeding 
as far east as Silver Creek, where a 
nest containing two young was dis-
covered. 
Long-billed Curlew - Numenius 
..£mericanus. A male Long-billed Cur-
lew was picked up dead along a road 
16 miles west of Tryon, Nebraska; 
it was prepared as a specimen. t 
Solitary Sandpiper - Tringa solit-
aria. A Solitary Sandpiper was ob-
served in the Sand Hills near Broken 
Bow, Nebraska, in June, 1955. t 
Franklin's Gull - Lams pipixcan. 
This gull was observed commonly in 
the Sand Hills north of Halsey on 
June 14, 1955. 
Mourning Dove - Zenaidura ma-
croura. A male dove was obtained at 
Blair, Nebraska, and prepared as a 
skeleton. Mourning Doves, along with 
House Wrens and several other 
species, were the most abundant 
birds observed in the Plains by mem-
bers of the field parties. t 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo - Coccyzus 
americanus. According to the Nebras-
ka check-list this species is uncommon 
to rare in the western half of the 
state. We found Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
common along the Platte and South 
Platte Rivers in Nebraska west to 
the Colorado border. Along the South 
Platte River in northeastern Colorado 
they were common to uncommon. The 
species was common at Valentine, 
where nests were found, and uncom-
mon in the Pine Ridge region near 
Chadron. 
Black-billpd Cuckoo - COCCYZU8 
erythrophthalmus. This cuckoo was 
common at several localities including 
Big Springs and Grand Island (nest 
found), where it was observed as 
commonly as Yellow-billed Cuckoos. 
It is listed in the Nebraska check-list 
as uncommon throughout the state. 
The species has probably been fre-
quently overlooked, and may be more 
common than supposed in this area. t 
Great Horned Owl - Bubo virgin-
ianus. An adult Great Horned Owl at 
Grand Island was apparently fright-
ened by the approach of a member of 
one of the field parties, and flew off 
dropping a partially eaten snake. The 
snake proved to be a common garter 
snake, Thamnophis sirtalis. 
Chimney Swift - Chaetura pelag-
ica. Listed in the Nebraska check-
list as occurring west to North Platte, 
we found this species just east of 
that locality at Gothenburg, and west 
of North Platte at Sutherland. At 
the latter locality five to seven swifts 
were observed along the South Platte 
River almost ,daily in July, 1956. A 
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male was collected from this small 
flock. t 
Flicker - Colaptes auratus. Flick-
ers are among the most abundant 
species along the river valleys of the 
Plains. The Yellow-shafted and Red-
shafted Flickers interbreed freely in 
this region and in the Northwest. 
Effects of their interbreeding are 
detectable in Flicker populations from 
coast to coast and from northern 
Canada to Mexico. A hybrid popula-
tion connects the two parental popula-
tions, so that "pure" Red-shafted and 
"pure" Yellow-shafted Flickers virt-
ually never come directly_ into contact 
. in the breeding season. Short (MS) 
has investigated the Flicker hybrid 
situation and found no evidence for 
considering the Yellow-shafted and 
Red-shafted Flickers separate species. 
The center of the hybrid zone passes 
east of the Black Hills and Chadron, 
Nebraska, south into eastern Colorado 
just west of Crook on the South 
Platte River. The hybrid zone itself 
extends from just east of Big 
Springs, Nebraska, near Valentine, 
and Murdo; South Dakota, westward 
through all of Colorado and Wyom-
ing. Thus, from Valentine and Big 
Springs west in Nebraska aU Flickers 
observed are hybrids. Many, especial-
ly in the Pine Ridge region, may ap-
pear to be "pure" Red-shafted Flick-
ers, but close examination of speci-
mens indicates that all flickers in the 
area wiU show some signs of hybrid-
ization. In the eastern two-thirds of 
Nebraska most Flickers appear to be 
Yellow-shafted Flickers, but a great 
majority prove to be hybrids when 
examined in the hand. '. Gene flow 
from the hybrid zone is strongly 
affecting the eastern Nebraska flick-
er population. Thus, neariyall flick-
ers breeding in the state are hybrids 
(hybrids are all individuals, showing 
effects of hybridization, regardless of 
the nature of the cross producing 
them). It is suggested that observers 
pay close attention to flickers seen 
in order to detect the presence of the 
more intermediate hybrids. Flickers 
observed should simply be called 
"Flickers", with every attempt being 
made to observe and record their 
characteristics (i.e., apparently yel-
low-shafted, near yellow-shafted, but 
with partially red malar patch, 
etc.). t 
Red-bellied Woodpecker - Cen-
turus ,carolinus. This species is known 
to be expanding its range westward 
(see Nebraska check-list)' in the 
Plains. We found Red-bellied W ood-
peckers along the Platte River as far 
west as Sutherland, where it was 
common in 1956 and 1957. Several 
nests containing young and juvenile 
birds just out of the nest were observ-
ed. The species was seen as far north 
as Mobridge, just south of the North 
Dakota border in South Dakota. t 
Great Crested Flycatcher -' My-
iarchus crinitus. Great Crested Fly-
catchers were observed along the 
Platte and South Platte Rivers as far 
west as Crook, Colorado. The species 
was common in South Dakota as far 
west as Howes, near the edge of the 
Black Hills. The Nebraska check-list 
recorOs the species as a summer resi-
dent west only to Keith and .Logan 
counties. Great Crested Flycatchers 
are apparently spreading westward, 
candshould -soon appear as a breeding 
bird west to the Rockies _ and the 
Black Hills. 
Eastern Phoebe - Sayornis phoebe. 
Phoebes were 'found west as far as 
Sutherland (several) and Valentine 
(common, several nests). At Valen-
tine this species nested under bridges 
along streams, while Say's Phoebes 
seemed to occur only about build-
ings. t 
Say's Phoebe - Sayornis saya. 
Say's Phoebes were found breeding 
commonly near Chadron and east to 
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Valentine. 
TraiII's Flycatcher - Empidonax 
traillii. TrailI's Flycatcher is reported 
to be a common summer resident in 
all of Nebraska according to the 
check-list. However, we found the 
species present at only five localities 
in the state, at but one of which it 
was common (Halsey). It is probably 
very local, and perhaps locally com-
mon at only a few places in the cen-
tral and western part of the state. All 
males heard singing gave the "fitz-
bew" type song (Halsey, Grand Is-
land, Huron). t 
Eastern and W estern Wood Pewees 
- Contopus virens and C. sordidulus. 
Eastern Wood Pewt.-es were found 
breeding west to the Colorado border 
(west of Big Springs) in Nebraska, 
and to Howes in South Dakota. West-
ern Wood Pewees were found near 
Chadron (see also Ford, 1959, for 
other records in this vicinity), along 
the South Platte River east to Crook, 
Colorado, and at the eastern edge of 
the Black Hills near Rapid City. 
The Wood Pewee situation in the 
central Plains is being reported by 
Short (MS). Several specimens of 
Eastern Pewees in eastern Nebraska 
were found to exhibit certain color 
and mensural characteristics of sor-
didulus. Likewise, several Western 
Pewees from eastern Colorado showed 
characteristics of virens. Whether this 
indicates that hybridization takes 
place, or merely that considerable 
variation occurs in these populations 
is a moot point. Contacts between the 
two Pewees probably occur along the 
South Platte River in northeastern 
Colorado between Crook and Big 
Springs, along the Niobrara River 
between Valentine and the Pine Ridge 
region, and along tributaries of the 
Cheyenne River at the base of the 
Black Hills in South Dakota. The 
songs of the two forms normally 
provide a means of identifying them, 
but occasional songs of Western 
Pewees are virtually indistinguishable 
from those of Eastern Pewees sing-
ing the abbreviated "pee-a" or "pee-
we", rather than the "pee-a-wee" 
song. No difference in habits or in 
habitat occupied was noticed between 
the two Pewees. t 
Tree Swallow - lridoprocne bi-
color. This species is listed in the Ne-
braska check-list ,as breeding only 
rarely along the Missouri River in 
that state. Several Tree Swallows 
were observed in mid- and late June 
near Hastings and Grand Island. One 
Tree Swallow was seen on June 13, 
1955, near Halsey. The species was 
also observed along the Niobrara 
River near Valentine June 14 to 16, 
1955 (uncommon), and may breed 
there. 
Rough-winged Swallow - Stelgido-
pteryx ruficollis. Supposedly "uncom-
mon" in western Nebraska (check-
list), Rough-winged Swallows were 
commonly observed at all western Ne-
braska localities, as well as along the 
South Platte River in Colorado, and 
in western South Dakota. The species 
was more common than the Bank 
Swallow at most localities. t 
Blue Jay - Cyanocitta cristata. 
Blue jays were common at nearly all 
localities, wherever there were trees. 
The Nebraska check-list reports it as 
"locally" common, ~which is somewhat 
misleading. A Blue Jay at Gothen-
burg was observed to attack and eat 
a young Mourning Dove just after 
the Dove had left its nest. t 
Magpie - Pica pica. This species 
was found east as far as Halsey and 
Burwell in Nebraska. t 
Common Raven - Corvus corax. 
Ravens were observed in small num-
bers near Halsey (June 12 and 13, 
1955), in the Sand Hills north of 
Halsey (June 14, 1955) and in the 
vicinity of Valentine (June 14 and 15, 
1955) . This suggests that either 
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wandering ravens occur in June in 
the Sand Hills, or breeding takes 
place locally in the area. 
Crow - Corvus brachyrhynchos. 
Crows were common at some locali-
ties, and scarce at others. The species 
was common at Halsey, Valentine and 
Chadron. This indicates that it is 
more common than supposed (Nebras-
ka check-list) in at least some por-
tions of western Nebraska. 
Tufted Titmouse - Parus bicolor. 
This species was common at Mo-
bridge, South Dakota, in July, 1955, 
and' may be spreading northward 
along the Missouri River into North 
Dakota. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch - Sitta 
canadensis. Several individuals of 
this species were observed in pines 
near Chadron on June 19, 1955. Ter-
ritorial behavior was observed, in-
dicating that this species may breed 
locally in the Pine Ridge area. It is 
not recorded in the check-list as 
breeding in Nebraska. 
HO.use Wren - Troglodytes aedon. 
This species is reported in the Ne-
braska check-list as uncommon in the 
western part of the state. We found 
House Wrens common to abundant 
at every locality visited except Valen-
tine. The species is perhaps the most 
abundant inhabitant of Plains river 
valleys, and was observed as com-
monly at most western Nebraska 
localities as at those farther east. t 
Mockingbird - Mimus polyglottos. 
Mockingbirds were observed com-
monly at Big Springs and uncom-
monly at Sutherland in western Ne-
braska. One male was seen at Halsey 
in June, 1955. A number of individ-
uals were observed on the White 
River at Kadoka, South Dakota, in 
late June, 1955. 
Brown Thrasher - To:x;ostoma 
rufum. Thrashers were common to 
abundant throughout the Plains river 
valleys visited. t 
Catbird - Dumetella ca.rolinensis. 
Catbirds' were observed along the 
Platte and South Platte Rivers west 
to Crook, Colorado. A male with a 
completely white belly was observed 
at Elm Creek. 
Wood Thrush - Hylocichla muste-
lina. Wood thrushes were observed 
along the Platte and South Platte 
Rivers west to Sutherland (several 
males on territories). Four males on 
territory were encountered at Halsey 
in June, 1955. A male was obtained 
at Sutherland and two males and two 
females were collected at Bassett. t 
Swainson's Thrush - Catkarus 
ustulatus. One individual of this 
species was seen at Halsey in the Ne-
braska National Forest on June 12, 
1955. It is not known whether the 
hird was a late migrant, or was 
breeding in the area. The species 
breeds in Sioux County in western 
Nebraska (check-list). 
Eastern Bluebird - 814114 sialis. 
A male bluebird was encountered 
singing at Crook, Colorado, in early 
July, 1956. t 
Cedar Waxwing - Bombycilla ced-
rorum. Waxings were absent at all 
but two localities, Mobridge ( com-
mon) and Halsey (several). It is 
probably a rare and local breeder in 
Nebraska outside of the Missouri 
Valley and the Pine Ridge regions. 
Bell's Vireo - Vireo beUii. The Ne-
braska check-list records this species 
as a common summer resident in the 
eastern half of the state. We found 
Bell's Vireos east only as far as 
Grand Island. They were common at 
Chadron in northwestern Nebraska, 
and common along the Platte and 
South Platte Rivers from Elm Creek 
west into Colorado at Crook. In west-
ern and central Nebraska and central 
South Dakota virtually all brushy 
areas along streams were occupied by 
this vireo. The species was common 
in South Dakota west to Howes, and 
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was found (one male singing) north 
to Mobridge along the Missouri River 
near the North Dakota border. Males 
were collected at Silver Creek and at 
Bassett, Nebraska, and near Promise 
in north-central South Dakota. t 
Black and White Warbler - Mnio-
tilta varia. According to the N ebras-
ka check-list this species occurs as a 
local and uncommon summer resident 
in eastern Nebraska. We found the 
species sparingly at but two eastern 
Nebraska localities, Schuyler (one 
male) and Bassett. However, Black 
and White Warblers were observed 
commonly at Valentine, Halsey (see 
also Ford, 1959) and Chadron in 
western Nebraska. We also observed 
this Warbler at Chamberlain and Mo-
bridge in South Dakota. The species 
is probably most common in Nebraska 
along the relatively well-wooded Nio-
brara River, in the Missouri Valley 
area and in parts of northwestern 
Nebraska. 
Magnolia Warbler - Dendroica 
magnolia. On June 13, 1955, Dr. 
Charles G. Sibley observed an individ-
ual of this species in the Nebraska 
National Forest near Halsey. Its pre-
sence there at that time is of interest 
in view of the fact that the plantings 
of young evergreens in portions of 
the Nebraska National Forest bear 
close resemblance to typical Magnolia 
habitat the author has seen elsewhere. 
The individual observed may have 
been a straggler from the spring 
migration, or perhaps a non-breeding 
bird which ceased migrating before 
reaching the normal breeding grounds 
of the species. 
Audubon's Warbler - Dendroica 
auduboni. This Warbler was common 
with males occupying territories in 
the Pine Ridge region near Chadron. 
There is no doubt that the form 
breeds throughout the Pine Ridge 
region in suitable habitat, despite 
the presence of breeding records from 
Sioux County only (Nebraska check-
list) . 
Ovenbird - Seiurus aurocapillus. 
This species was observed commonly 
at Bassett, Valentine (nests found) 
and Chadron, Nebraska, and at Mo-
bridge and Rapid City, South Dakota. 
It was not found along the Platte 
River. It is probably rare or extreme-
ly local in Nebraska outside of the 
Missouri Valley region, the Niobrara 
Valley and portions of the Pint) Ridge 
region. 
Yellowthroat - Geothlypis trichas. 
Most nests of this species which were 
discovered contained Cowbird eggs. 
One nest at Gothenburg contained 
eight eggs, of which five were Cow-
bird's. t 
Yellow-breasted Chat - Icteria 
virens. This species was generally 
common to abundant in central and 
western Nebraska and South Dakota 
and in northeastern Colorado. It could 
only be considered scarce (or absent) 
to locally common in eastern N e-
braska, despite the check-list record-
ing it as more common in eastern than 
in western Nebraska. Optimum hab-
itat for the species probably occurs 
in the brushy areas along streams in 
the central portion of the Plain. t 
American Redstart - Setophaga 
ruticilla. The Nebraska check-list re-
ports this species as a common sum-
mer resident throughout the state. 
This is misleading as the species ap-
parently has a very spotty distribu-
tion. It occurred only sporadically 
and in very small numbers along the 
Platte River. It was abundant at 
Halsey and common to abundant 
along the Niobrara River and at 
Chadron. Redstarts were found un-
commonly at well-wooded localities in 
South Dakota. In Nebraska it can be 
considered common perhaps in por-
tions of the Missouri Valley region, 
the Niobrara Valley, parts of the 
Pine Ridge region and in a few scat-
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tered areas where conditions are 
favorable (as in the Nebraska Na-
tional Forest at Halsey). 
Meadowlark - Eastern and West-
ern, Sturnella magna and S. neglecta. 
Meadowlarks were common to abun-
dant at virtually every locality. Some 
difficulty was encountered in separat-
ing the two forms, due chiefly to the 
extremely variable songs of some in-
dividuals. There is no question but 
that songs of the two apparent species 
in the Plains are more variable than 
in at least portions of the East (New 
York) and West (California). East-
ern type songs (whistled) were espe-
cially variable, with more parts than 
normally heard farther east. Certain 
apparent Eastern Meadowlarks sang 
songs resembling those of Western 
Meadowlarks, except for being whist-
led. This variability in song is to be 
expected where both forms occur, for 
Lanyon (1957) has shown that song 
is learned in these birds. "Hybrid" 
songs are thus possible, and do occur, 
although the quality of the song is 
generally either Eastern or Western. 
Lanyon (1957) has shown that the 
call notes of the two Meadowlarks 
provide the surest means of field 
identification. He has also found that 
both the general and the local distri-
bution of the Meadowlarks are cor-
related with environmental moisture, 
the eastern form generally inhabiting 
more moist grasslands and the west-
ern form drier areas. There exists in 
Nebraska an opportunity for further 
taxonomic, ecological and ethological 
study of the Meadowlark situation. 
Eight males were collected at Grand 
Island (2), Silver Creek (2), Burwell 
(1), Kadoka (1), Crook (1) and 
Gothenburg (1). All eight proved to 
be Sturnella neglecta. t 
Orchard Oriole - Ict6TU8 spurius. 
Orchard Orioles were found com-
monly at nearly all localities. In view 
of the status of this species in west-
ern Nebraska (check-list), it should 
be noted that the species was common 
at Chadron, Halsey, Valentine, and 
along the Platte and South Platte 
Rivers through Nebraska west to 
Crook, Colorado. Orchard Orioles 
were found west to Fort Morgan, 
Colorado (uncommon), and they were 
common at all South Dakota localities 
including Rapid: City at the edge of 
the Black Hills. The species is pro-
bably extending its range westward 
along the Plains river valleys. Eight 
males were collected at Hastings (3), 
St. Paul (1), Crook (1), Schuyler 
(1), Promise (1) and Howes (1). t 
Oriole (Baltimore and Bullock's) 
-Icteru8 galbula. The oriole situa-
tion closely parallels the Flicker 
situation in the Plains. Interbreeding 
occurs freely, the eastern and western 
populations being genetically con-
nected by a hybrid popUlation in 
which phenotypically pure individuals 
of the parental forms are either lack-
ing or extremely uncommon. Orioles 
were one of the most abundant birds 
of the Plains river valleys. Pheno-
typically pure Baltimore Orioles were 
obtained west to Hastings, Grand 
Island, St. Paul and Spencer. Pheno-
typically pure Bullock's Orioles were 
secured east to Big Springs, Chadron, 
and Howes, South Dakota. No "pure" 
Baltimore or Bullock's Orioles were 
found: at central Nebraska localities 
and nearly all of the South Dakota 
localities; all specimens taken at these 
localities were hybrids. The center 
of the hybrid zone extends from east 
of Big Springs to west of Valentine, 
and then north through central South 
Dakota west of Murdo and Mobridge. 
East of the hybrid zone in Nebraska 
hybrid Orioles outnumber "pure" 
Baltimore Orioles as far as Blair on 
the Missouri River. At the latter 
locality only 12 of 44 adult males 
secured could be designated galbula 
in all color characters. Considerable 
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introgression is thus affecting the 
eastern Nebraska Oriole population. 
In western Nebraska only one of eight 
Chadron males and two of 16 Big 
Springs males could be considered 
bullockii in every character. Thus, all 
Orioles in central Nebraska and the 
bulk of those in eastern and western 
Nebraska are hybrids. These can often 
be identified as hybrids in the field by 
their various intermediate color char-
acters. Field identification of pheno-
typically pure parental type individ-
uals is impossible due to the occur-
rence of many backcross individuals 
approaching the parental forms in 
color pattern. As the two orioles are 
biologically one species, it may prove 
worthwhile to call both forms and 
hybrids seen in the field by one com-
mon name, noting hybrid character-
istics as they can be determined. The 
oriole hybrid situation is the subject 
of a paper by Sibley and Short (in 
prepi.) t 
Scarlet and Western Tanagers -
Piran,qa olivacea and P. ludovici-
ana. Scarlet Tanagers were found 
commonly at Mobridge on the Miss-
ouri River in South Dakota, and 
along the Niobrara River in Nebraska 
(Valentine, Bassett, Spencer). Ford 
(1959) records males taken at Halsey 
and Valentine, and suggests that this 
form may interbreed with the West-
ern Tanager in western Nebraska. I 
feel that the Niobrara Valley offers 
the best possibility for a contact be-
tween the Tanagers in the Great 
Plains. Western Tanagers are com-
mon in the Pine Ridge region west 
of Valentine. There is a good possi-
bility that Scarlet Tanagers occur 
west far enough along the Niobrara 
to come in contact with Western 
Tanagers in the Pine Ridge region. 
A male Western Tanager with intense 
red on the head, neck and most of the 
breast was observed (Short, pers. 
obs.) in late JUne, 1955, in some pines 
near Chadron. This bird may have 
been a hybrid. Scarlet Tanagers have 
been found breeding west to North 
Platte (Nebraska check-list). An 
apparently breeding male was ob-
tained along the South Platte River 
near Crook, Colorado, in early July, 
1956, by D. A. Wingate. A series of 
eight male Scarlet Tanagers and one 
female were secured along the Nio-
brara River at Bassett. Other speci-
mens taken along the Niobrara in-
clude a male at Valentine and three 
males at Spencer. A male was secured 
near St. Paul, and three males and 
three females ~ere collected at Mo-
bridge. None of the Scarlet Tanagers 
collected exhibited indications of hy-
bridization with the Western Tanag-
er. t 
Cardinal - pyrrhuloxia cardinalis. 
This species, which is extending its 
r,ange westward along the river 
valleys of the Plains, has been found 
west as far as Scottsbluff in Nebras-
ka (check-list). We found Cardinals 
along the Platte and South Platte 
Rivers west to the Colorado border 
(west of Big Springs) in June, 1956, 
and also at Halsey. In South Dakota 
Cardinals were observed at Chamber-
lain, at Promise in the northern part 
of the state, and west to the Cheyenne 
River north of Midland. 
Rose-breasted and Black-headed 
Grosbeaks - Pheucticus ludovicianus. 
These two Grosbeaks interbreed in 
eastern and central Nebraska. B.lack-
headed Grosbeaks occurred at all the 
South Dakota localities. One apparent 
hybrid was observed in South Dakota 
on the Cheyenne River north of Mid-
land. Black-headed Grosbeaks were 
found in Nebraska east to Burwell, 
Bassett and Grand Island. Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks were found west 
to Burwell and Elm Creek, with a 
possible one observed at Spencer. Hy-
brids were obtained at Hastings and 
Cre.te, St. Paul, O'Neill, and along 
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the Platte River from Schuyler west 
to Gothenburg. Thus, Black-headed 
Grosbeaks occur generally through-
out northern and western Nebraska 
and east across central Nebraska. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks occur in 
eastern and southeastern Nebraska 
west into central and northeastern 
Nebraska. The two forms hybridize 
along a two hundred mile stretch of 
the Platte River in central Nebraska, 
and elsewhere in the east-central part 
of the state. Phenotypically pure in-
dividuals of both parental types and 
hybrids were obtained at Grand Is-
land and Elm Creek. This situation 
is somewhat similar to that of the 
Buntings in that both forms and the 
hybrids are present in a zone of over-
lap and interbreeding, rather than the 
parental populations being connected 
by a hybrid population in a zone 
where neither occurs (as in flickers 
and orioles). Hybrids are fairly easy 
to recognize as such in the field, and 
should be .looked f.or throughout cen-
tral and eastern Nebraska. The gros-
beak situation has been studied by 
West (MS), who considers the two 
forms to comprise a single species. t 
Blue Grosbeak - Guiraca caerulea. 
This species was found to be a local 
breeder in eastern Nebraska, and 
an uncommon but regular breeder 
throughout western Nebraska and 
northeastern Colorado. It was uncom-
mon at most South Dakota localities. 
The northern-most locality at which 
the species was found was Promise 
in north-central South Dakota. t 
Indigo and Lazuli Buntings -
Passerina cyanea and P. amoena. 
Buntings in the P.lains exhibited a 
pattern of discontinuous distribution, 
being common (locally) at some local-
ities and sparse or absent at others 
. containing seemingly suitable habitat. 
Indigo Buntings were found west to 
Crook, Colorado, on the South Platte 
River, Valentine on the Niobrara 
River, Halsey, Rapid City, and in 
Crook County, Wyoming. Ford (1959, 
p.10) reported an Indigo Bunting col-
lected near Crawford, Sioux County, 
Nebraska. Indigo Buntings should be 
considered locally common in eastern 
and southern Nebraska, and un-
common in northwestern Nebraska, 
though occurring west to Wyoming 
and even Utah. Lazuli Buntings were 
found east only to Rapid City and 
Howes, South Dakota, and Chadron, 
Nebraska. This form should be con-
sidered locally common in northwest-
ern Nebraska and rare elsewhere in 
the state. Hybrids were found across 
a 500 mile zone from Blair in eastern 
Nebraska to Greeley, Colorado. In 
Nebraska hybrids were obtained east 
to Spencer, Silver Creek, Hastings, 
Crete and Blair. Hybrids should be 
expected in all parts of the state. 
They are most common in western 
Nebraska. Birds showing slight in-
dications of hybridization (i.e., back-
cross products) are common in the 
eastern part of the state (nine of 18 
collected in the eastern half of the 
state showed such traces), but are 
generally difficult to identify as hy-
brids in the field. Sibley' and Short 
(1959) have discussed the Plains 
Bunting situation at length. t 
Dickcissel - Spiza americana. Dick-
cissels were found commonly along 
the Platte and South Platte Rivers in 
Nebraska west to Crook in northeast-
ern Colorado. They were common at 
Halsey and Valentine in central Ne-
braska, and were absent to common 
(Rapid City, Mobridge) at South 
Dakota localities. t 
Rufous-sided Towhee - Pipilo ery-
throphthal7nu8. Towhees of two races, 
the western arcticus and eastern ery-
throphthalmu8, meet in Nebraska. 
The species is common in underbrush 
along streams in most of Nebraska. 
It was found along the P.latte and 
South Platte Rivers west to Crook, 
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but was apparently absent along the 
South Platte west of Crook. Towhees 
from South Dakota and northern and 
western Nebraska were generally 
arcticus. Intermediates occurred in 
populations in most of central and 
southern Nebraska, with "pure" ery-
throphthahnus being found only at 
Blair on the Missouri River and at 
Crete. Sibley and West (1959) have 
discussed the towhee situation in Ne-
braska and South Dakota. t 
Grasshopper Sparrow - A mmod-
ramus savanna rum. This species was 
common at all localities along the 
Platte and South Platte Rivers west 
to Crook, Colorado. It was common 
elsewhere only at Valentine, but 
probably occurs locally or generally 
in small numbers in the Sand Hills. t 
White-winged Junco - Junco aik-
eni. A female White-winged Junco 
was collected in a canyon west of 
Rapid City, where the species was 
common. In view of the interbreeding 
occurring among various popuLations 
of North American Juncos ( Miller, 
1941 ), the' occurrence of both White-
winged and Slate-colored Juncos as 
uncommon breeding birds in western 
Nebraska is of interest (Nebraska 
check-list). t 
Chipping Sparrow - Spizella pas-
serina. According to the Nebraska 
check-list this species is local.ly com-
mon all over the state. As f,ar as 
could be determined Chipping Spar-
rows were absent along the entire 
Platte River and in the portion of 
eastern Nebraska visited. They may 
occur in this area only in towns. The 
species was common at Chadron 
(probably common throughout the 
Pine Ridge region), but occurred else-
where only along the Niobrara River 
(Valentine, Bassett) and in the Ne-
braska National Forest at Halsey. 
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SUMMARY 
Field work in the central Great 
Plains during the years 1955, 1956 
and 1957 (breeding seasons), in con-
nection with studies of avian hybrid-
ization in the Plains, produced a con-
siderable amount of information re-
garding the distribution, habits and 
abundance of breeding birds of the 
area. Lists of species and their abun-
dance at various collecting stations 
in Nebraska, northeastern Colorado 
and South Dakota are presented in 
tabular form. The most abundant 
species found in the river valleys of 
the central Plains were House Wrens, 
Mourning Doves, Red-headed W ood-
peckers, Chickadees, Flickers, Brown 
Thrashers and "Baltimore" Orioles 
(Baltimore, Bullock's and hybrids). 
Observations are noted indicating 
advance or further advance of certain 
species westward in the Plains. 
Among the species showing such 
range extensions were the Chimney 
Swift, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Catbird, Wood 
Thrush, Orchard Oriole, Scarlet Tan-
ager and Cardinal. Some species not 
thought to breed in Nebraska may 
do so in small numbers. A number of 
species thought to be uncommon, 
especially in western Nebraska, were 
at least occasionally common. Some 
notes concerning habits of certain 
species are included. The results of 
studies of avian hybrid situations in 
the Plains are also summarized, the 
emphasis being placed on problems 
presented to bird observers in the 
area. 
It is unfortunate that an area, 
which by virtue of its many problems 
merits close attention by ornitholo-
gists, has been so sadly neglected. 
Further studies of the avifauna of 
the Plains, particularly in the breed-
ing season, are needed; it is hoped 
that the information presented in this 
report will provide a sitmulus for the 
undertaking of such studies. 
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Excerpts From Letters 
"John (Mathisen) asked that I 
write you concerning the Dipper 
observation on the Timber Reserve, 
Fort Robinson. As near as I can learn 
from my diary, the date was Oct. 3, 
1960."-Harvey Y. Suetsugu, Alliance 
"I thought you might be interested 
to know that we have observed at 
least two different flocks of Sage 
Grouse in the northwest corner of 
Sioux County on December 9th and 
10th." -John Mathisen, Alliance 
"Noticed the very late date on my 
fall report of Lark Sparrow. My 
chart shows, for both 1958 and 1959, 
the first period of Oct. That means 
between the 1st and 10th. It is my 
guess it should be Oct. 2." (It was 
Oct. 6). -Harold Turner, Bladen 
"I've never seen such numbers of 
Brown Creepers in North Platte as 
we have this fall." (Dated Dec. 1, 
1960) -Gail Shickley, North Platte 
"I had occasion to be about 15 miles 
north of Lincoln a few days ago and 
while driving along a country road 
flushed a flock of 30-40 cowbirds one 
of which was entirely white. The neck 
and head were just a little darker 
than the rest but still all white. Al-
though it mingled well with the other 
birds on the ground it was always 
the 'trailer' when in flight. I did not 
have my glasses at the time and 
could not get closer than about 20 
feet or so, but had plenty of time 
to identify it." (Dated June 25, 1960.) 
-George W. Keim, Lincoln 
"Yesterday (Sept. 14, 1960) I was 
at Manawa, and across the lake was 
an albino swallow. It was all white 
as well as I could see. Most of the 
swallows were Barn and I assume it 
was, too, but there were some Bank 
Swallows there, too. There were also 
111 lot of swifts, but they were mostly 
up in the air, not low over the water 
(and SOBle of them at times spread 
their tails, which I have never noticed 
before. This gave them a confusing 
look.)" -R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
"I've been having the Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker frequently this fall. We 
have never seen so many hawks as 
this fall." (1960) -Mrs. Florence 
Patton, l'Vymore 
"On Nov. 4 (1960), I saw a Pine 
Grosbeak at the Experiment Station. 
It was feeding on dried berries of the 
bush honeysuckle and I stood within 
10 feet of it and watched. It was 
not afraid, seemed unaware that 
anyone was near, so I had a perfect 
view of it. Harry Weakley reported 
it from the Station, so it isn't a new 
record according to Wilson Tout. 
That same morning I found the re-
mains of what Glenn and I identified 
as a Vermilion Flycatcher. The body 
was intact except for the head." 
-Mrs. Glenn Viehmeyer, North Platte 
"I observed a female Pine Grosbeak 
in a large windbreak of cedar, cotton-
wood, elm and boxelder. This was in 
east central Loup County (Sept. 25, 
1960). This bird was fairly tame and 
I watched it for quite some time. We 
were visited here in Burwell by about 
15 Red Crossbills 011 Sept. 25, 1960. 
Ivan Sutton, bird photographer from 
Kansas, and I found them feeding on 
sunflowers near the city park. They 
were surprisingly tame. Ivan was 
able to move up slowly and touch one 
with is hand and to even catch an-
other by hand. This one we took a 
good look at and then released it. It 
didn't seem too frightened as it only 
flew about 20 feet and lit on a 
Chinese elm tree with the others and 
sat there preening." -Marvin D. 
Schwilling, Burwell 
Several have reported Red Cross-
bills this year. Dana Anderson of 
Saint Edward and Lola Held of 
Elsmere are two. They are especia.lly 
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conspicuous in the proper habitat at 
Chadron this year. The large crop of 
pine seeds could well be a factor.-Ed. 
"If anybody is interested in seeing 
large numbers of both Golden and 
Bald Eagles, I suggest Lewis and 
Clark Reservoir especially after the 
ice is formed. One day last winter 
I counted over 40!" -Bill Rapp, Crete 
"Thought you might wish this in-
formation on the Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons: two of them were 
observed at a duck pond in Pioneers 
Park on August 14 (1960). One was 
observed in the same area on Sept. 5. 
The area is typical 'heron habitat'-
shallow water, tall grasses, overhang-
ing willows. The one was larger than 
the other and in complete adult plum-
age, the other did not have the com-
plete yellowish 'crown' but otherwise 
the markings were identical. Accord-
ing to Birds of America these should 
be more southern in range, but here 
again the birds haven't read the 
book." -Mrs. Harold Whitmus, 
Lincoln 
"What a fall for Cedar Waxwings! 
I've heard them several times each 
week for the past three months. It's 
a great hawk fall. Red-tails and 
Sparrow are most common but Marsh 
Hawks are in abundance. There are 
several along roads dead. Shot?" 
-Bill Huntley, Auburn 
Ralph Velich of Omaha reported 
getting four Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
that had been killed by flying into 
windows, and he asked if anyone else 
had heard of this type of mortality 
among cuckoos. Following are some 
replies: 
"So far we have picked up' one 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, one Cooper's 
Hawk, one Slate-colored Junco and 
a few more common species such as 
Starlings and House Sparrows." 
-Sister Mary Silveria, Omaha 
"I was called recently to identify 
a bird that had flown into a picture 
window at 79th and Pacific Street 
in Omaha. I stopped to see it and 
found it to be a Yellow-billed Cuckoo." 
-Roy Wilcox, Omaha 
"Is it the nature of Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos to fly into window panes? 
I, too, had one do that here. I didn't 
hear it, but it was lying dead on top 
of our air conditioner which projects 
out of a west window. It was a 
beautiful specimen. This happened 
two years ago this past Sept." 
-Carmen Heller, Geneva 
"On about May 30, 1950, a local 
carpenter asked me to come over to 
a house he was building on the south-
east edge of Crete and tell him what 
the birds were that were flying into 
the picture window. When I got there 
I found four Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
which had killed themselves. From 
what he told me I would assume that 
at least one pair was killed during 
the courtship procedure. One pair 
was killed when one was chasing the 
other. It may' have been a defense of 
territory. I have a feeling that quite 
a few birds are killed by fly;jng into 
large windows but we don't hear 
much about it." -Bill Rapp, Crete 
